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WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

Statement by Member for Nollamara 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Nollamara) [12.53 pm]: I would like to talk about World Refugee Day, which was 

yesterday, 20 June. Yesterday the Coalition for Asylum Seekers, Refugees and Detainees—CARAD—and the 

Edmund Rice Centre held an event to commemorate World Refugee Day. The theme of World Refugee Day was 

“one refugee without hope is too many” and is about necessity of coming together as one planet. Janet 

Homes à Court, the patron of Assets, was the master of ceremonies. Trinity Uwimana from Burundi spoke, and 

Reza Hussain from Afghanistan, an Hazara man who came here on a boat, also spoke. On the theme of restoring 

hope, Reza talked about how he never gave up hope and how hope was about family and the future and keeping 

hope alive. He said that hope can be a small thing like hoping to get to your destination in traffic or it can be a 

big thing like hoping for a better future in the world and for everyone. West Balcatta Primary School students 

sang at that event to commemorate the day.  

We all need to remind ourselves on World Refugee Day, and every day, that we need to talk to people about the 

reality of this choice. Every minute eight people leave everything behind to escape war, persecution and terror. 

We need to reflect on what we would do in the same situation and to raise in the community the plight of people 

forced to flee. We need to know that a refugee is someone who owing to well-founded fear of persecution for 

reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion is outside the 

country of his or her nationality and is unable to, or owing to such fear, unwilling to avail themselves of the 

protection of that country.  

 


